
PAGE 01	STATE SS-45INFO OCT-01	/046 R 6664-5DSA-TED BY NEA VANPOLLEN:S HSOKUN WPROSERS APPROVED BY: THE SECRETARY NEA-DR SISCO USIS MR CARTER S/S MR ELIOTP 0021152Z MAR 70FM SEC STATE WASHDCTO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITYSTATE 034382EXDISREFERENCE: NEW DELHI 2505. FOR AMASSADOR KEATING FROM SECRETARY. 	1. PLEAE SEE FOREIGN MINISTER DINESH SINGH AT EARLIEST CONVENIENCEAND DELIVER FOLLOWING ORAL MESSAGE FROM ME: (A)	I APPRECIATE FORMIN'S SENDING ME THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA'S RATIONALEFOR CLOSING DOWN CULTURAL CENTERS(B) UNEORTUNATELY I DID NOT FIND HIS LETTER PERSUASIVE ON THE POINT WHICHMOST CONCERNED ME, IE STATEMENTS IN PARLIAMENT ALLEGING THAT CULTURALCENTERS WERE ENGAGING IN "POLITCAL AND OTHER UNDESIRABLE ACTIVITIES",PLACING SUCH ALLEGATIONS ON THE RECORD AT A TIME WHEN THE ONLY CULTURALCENTERS BEING CLOSED (THE SOVIET CENTER HAD BEEN CLOSED SEVERAL MONTHSPREVIOUSLY)  WERE AMERICAN CENTERS WAS BOUND TO LEAD TO THE INEVITABLECONCLUSON THAT OUR CENTERS WERE THE SOLE OBJECT OF THIS MOST UNFORTUNTEREFERENCE. THIS CONJOLUSION, IT SHOULD BE NOTED, WAS REACHED BY THE PRESS IN BOTH INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES	AND UNDOUTEDLY REMAINS IN THE INDIAN PUBLIC MIND AS WELL. THEREFORE,
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I FIND IT DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN THIS OCCURRENCE AS A "MISUNDERSTANDING". HE WOULD  HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO REMOVE ANY BASIS FOR MISUNDERSTANDING ONHIS PART REGARDING OUR CULTURAL CENTERS, BUT WERE PRECLUDED	FROM DOING SO BY LACK OF PRIOR CONSULTATION BEFORE THEIR CLOSURE WAs ORDERED. (C) AS LONG AS SUCH ALLEGATIONS REMAIN ON RECORD, I AM CONCERNED THATDOUBTS WILL REMAIN IN THE INDIAN PUBLIC MIND, DOUBTS WHICH WILL CASTSUSPICIONS ON OUR OTHER USIS OPERATIONS IN INDIA AND COULR CAST A CLOUDIN OTHER AREAS AS WELL. (D) CONSEQUENTLY, I WOULD HOPE FORMIN WOULD BE	WILLING TO ISSUE PUBLIC STATEMENT ABSOLVING US OF "ANY POLITICAL OR OTHER UNDESIRABLE ACTIVIIES"IN US CULTURAL CENTERS. (FYI - IF HE DEMURS ON THIS SUGGESTION,- AS FALLBACK POSITION YOU MIGHTSUGGEST THAT OUR EXCHANGE OF CORESPONDENCE BE MADE PUBLIC.	END FYI) SUCH PUBLIC STATEMENT WOULD HELP CONSIDERABLY TO CLEAR THE RECORD ANDREMOVE THE IMPRESSION   THAT THE STATEMENTS IN THE INDIAN PARLIAMENT WEREDIRECTED AT US CULTURAL CENTERS. ROGERS
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